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                                       THE TRUE MEANING  OF CHRISTMAS; 
                                   ARLINGTON COMMUNITY  JOINS A-SPAN 
                  FOR  SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER FOR  HOMELESS 
 
                  FRIGID TEMPERATURE FILL ARLINGTON SHELTER  
                                                DOORS OPEN 24 HOURS 
          
                
                           
A-SPAN ( Arlington Street People's Assistance Network) staff,  local  volunteers and community 
religious and business organizations have joined forces to serve a  festive dinner at Arlington's 
Emergency Winter Shelter (EWS), on Christmas Eve. A stuffed turkey  has been donated by Temple 
Rodef Shalom and an assortment of  pies and cookie plates for dessert  has been donated by Harris 
Teeter. Dinner set up  will begin at  5:30 pm  and served to clients from 6:00 to 7:30 pm. The EWS is 
located at 2049 N. 15th Street, across from the Arlington Courthouse. 
 
Early frigid temperatures have filled the EWS to an average capacity of 60 clients with over 3,000  
bed nights so far this season, which began on November 1st and runs through March 31st, 2011. 
When temperatures reach 32 degrees, the shelter remains open for clients 24 hours. 
Regular EWS hours are 4:00 pm to 9:00 am, with dinner, showers, social services and 
breakfast provided. 
 
A-SPAN provides life-sustaining services for Arlington’s homeless, which include daily street outreach, 
drop-in services such as showers, laundry, and food, and a bagged meal program serving up to 80 
individuals 365 days a year. In addition, from November 1- March 31, A-SPAN operates the Arlington 
County Emergency Winter Shelter. The current economic and unemployment crisis has driven client 
numbers from 940 to 1740 this year.  A-SPAN offers a wide variety of case management services 
through the Permanent Supportive Housing Program and the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing Program, which is funded by the Federal Stimulus.   
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